HAVY UFPAKTMERT
Buresy: of laval Fersonnel
‘ Dee. 21, 1944
Yve. Goldis Lee Carpr
1340 Soe Cinne
Tulsa 5, Oklshoma °

gsapy Hm% Capr,
It is with the ﬁmamt sympathy for you and your family that
é Iﬁ@t you econeerning the mwie tmtswas of ;zmr !mabgd
S8TNe :

Paul gave his lif:a teo his neua’kn in mt. has beern deseribed

by the Chiel of Staff of the United States Flcet as "m Mtaaﬁﬁg
s ﬁwﬁht&d thxs nwsmt ta:-" the%acmd Cattle of |

His devotion to duty, his wtrintiaa, and his courage in
fighting in the defense of his loved ones are qualities which will
assure him unstinting admiretion snd lifelong respeet in the hearts
of these who imew him.

Paul's laadtﬂhiza and sterl qualitiss, early in the ship*s

‘edareer,; won for him the battle station of gun captain of one of

the ship's five inch gm; His gun and gun crew wexnu the prida of
the ships : ;

Throughout the batﬁla, your husband's smﬁe}inm the mest
rapid snd sccurate fire of which the SAUULL B, RO ERTS wes capable
against & Japanese hesvy crulser, materlially demaging that erulser
to arn extent previous belleved iapaasihi& far a destroyer escort
to Mcmpliah»

. It was Paul's charscteristic cocl-headness snd brevery, in a
situation which he Imew meant the ggg;'izzm of our ship in seder
to protéct the afreraft carrlers with vhich we were operating, that
led to his performence of the most outstanding m:svmm d&sé
valer on our mtira ship.

' m ship. near the end of the betile, received a mwﬂas&
hcmbsﬁmnt from heavy Jepanese shells which destroyed all

and communication to Paul's gun end demaged the gun 1tsslf, A
lesser man wonld have absndoned the gun as useless but your
husband lesd his men in loading, remming, and firing the gun
ectirely by hand there h{‘ahtaiaing seversl d amaging hits on a-
Japanese smiser when t y counted most.
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'Bmaa of Emél ;"n‘wmﬂ.
Washington 25, D. C.

, ~ Faul Imew thet it was dengerous te fire an overheated gun in

this manner but that did not deter him, #inelly there was an

explosion within the gun mount which killed or critically wounded

the entire créws Although fatally wo.nded, your husband, unaided,

attempted te 1ift inteo the gun our one remaining shell for e last

shot &t the Japanese. The petty offlcer who cared for the woumded

men in the mount removed the shell from Faul's hends and moved

him to a more eomfortable position. Your husband, however, would

not give up and coursjecusly attempted to 1ift the shell into the

gen once mares At this time he lost conseclousness snd pessed on

while he wes belng treated for his wounds, He went down with his =3
-+ ghlp, a compenion of some of the greetesti heroves in this ecounisryie— .

o 3 For these herole scts your husvend has been recommended by

\ the Commending Of:lcer of the SAMUEL B, ROBERTS fior the Navy Cross

which 1s second only to the Congressionsl Wedal -of Honor in herolic
eombat awardse - _ s ;

o ?“xg
if at ::g Lime you wish to.gommunicste with me, meil addressed
to me at lsl Hill iAvenue, Ridgefield, “onnsetieut, will be
forwarded promptly. # ; -

Former Exesulive Cfflcer

UeS.8. 8SAMUEL B. ROBERTS
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