27 March 1945

My dear Mrs. Carws:

Although my own injuries which kept me hospitalized for some time
prevented me frow going to Washington D.C., to personally take care of
writing to you and the families of the other gallant men who were lost
5 on the U.S5.S. SAMUEL B. ROBERTS, I have not been ummindful of your
F grief occassicred by this losse. Although I know that ¥Wr. Roterts, the
2 Executive Officer of the ship, has in writing to you, expressed far more
ably than I can do, our sympathies, I eannot, as your husband's Commanding
cfficer, avold expressing my own personal sympathies to you. I trust that
vou will realize that it was due to my own hospiiiliza ion and Thg QT =
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_;—g}’%g%ftga% @%@%%ﬁg”&ﬁ’a@u stenographic aSS_,igx;as? which haes catsed the
apparently long and inwarrsnted delsy in my writing to you, and not lack

of interest, appreciation, or understanding on my part.

The loss of each mean who made the supremensacrifice from the crew
of my ship was &a very personal one I assure you. A destroyer escort is not
so large but what the Commending Officer can know most of the crew. raul
was better known to me than many of the men, except the chiefs, this is
spite of the fact that he was very gqulet and unassuming. He was, from the
very first one of our more oubstanding men, =nd we had =z fine crew thtough-
out, His gun was the pride end joy of the ship's ordnance department,
due not slene to his tireless energy in servicing it as ‘a fond mother would
s cherished baby, his mechanicel skill in so doing, but due to his inspir-
ing leadership, which shown forth like a teacon .Guring the battle of October
95th., Gun "2" was always an cutstanding gun, that dsy it was superb; 1its
rate of fire phenominal and its accuracy had a telling effect upon the Jap
cruiser at which we were firing. Every man in that gun crew was brave,
every one of them a hero, every member of the gun's crew has been recommend-
ed by me for an award, and all but one of them,” who by some stroke of luck
escaped, died, a terrific price to pay for their unflinching and limitless
loyalty and devotion to their homes, loved ones and couniry. 1 have recom-
memded Paul for the award of the Navy Cross, en award seecond only %o the
.g;~_¢gggggg§§;onal Medal gquonor;_and,tﬁgwggli;magxiygmwmhﬁrSamuel B. Roberts
E; e e onnended Dy me, althougi a number of others were recommended for high
 pmapds, not however as high as the Navy Cross for other feats of outstanding
courage =nd herolsm. However, from any way we looked at it Paul was the
ocutstanding example of American inspiration courage on board the Samuel B.
Boberts that day, a courage and devotion to duty which was with him uwntil
his last breath.

T am sure that Mr. Roberts has scquainted you with the detaills of
Faul's gallant, herocic and inspiration conduct, such courageous conduct and
leadership in battle as will be forever remembered by us who were there
with him so I shall not dwell on it longers I have put off writing you
for some several days as I went down the iist of addresses, for 1 am so
£i1l1led with emotion every time L think about Paul and the job he did that
T feel wholly urequal to the task of properly expressing my sentiments to
you. I trust that you will realize the feelings that surge through me and
the visions that pass before my eyes as I write to yo , and therefore
excuse the torn paper and the many tupographical errors that £3i11 these
pages, for the scenes that flecod my memories are so real that typing a

letter-in an orderly fashion is a bit difficult and I doubt if by doing




it over I could do much bettern,

must be, greater yet, however should be your pride, that ir Fault's gl-

loted time had run out, that to the Very end he was g man, worthy of

the highest réspect and cherisheg and endeared to the memories of we his

R. W, Cépeland




