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I really did not know a lot about Ben Affleck before this, but after watching this episode of Bill Maher I
lost a lot of respect for him. He did what a lot of folks seem to do on these types of shows, rather than
reason and debate, he was loud and obnoxious in an attempt to make a point.

I am secular and I have a hard time with most religions, but Islam in particular (at least as portrayed by
our media). The main reason being is the few Muslims I know personally seem like good and reasonable
people. They seem to love and believe their faith as much as any Baptist from Oklahoma. In an attempt to
understand the religion that is so much in the news these days I have read a couple books about Islam. At
the core Islam seems full of love, care and kindness for fellow humans. I know that the Islam religion as
practiced early was very tolerant of other religions.   The Islam that seems to predominate today is one of
the fundamentalist ilk that does not seem to very tolerant of some very basic human rights. It seems like
separation of church and state is a goal to avoid. The religion I see on the news is not tolerant of different
points of views. It appears to me that much of strife in the world currently comes from the Muslim arena.

The message that Christ preached was full of love, caring and kindness also. Something seems to happen
when religions move pass this “Golden Rule” core. The history of all the Abrahamic religions is not
pretty. It is one of strife, conquering, destruction, intolerance and murder all the way to genocide. The
history of the Catholic Church is very troubling.

My basic point of view is that life is tough, so whatever gets you through the day is fine with me as long
as you don’t want me to drink your Kool-Aid. I try to be tolerant of religion, but some days I just want to
scream. I really do believe that the world would be a far better place if all religions would go away. I also
realize that humans have a spiritual need. I just wish there was something else besides the bloody,
intolerant Abrahamic religions to fill this need for the 2 or 3 billion individuals that follow these religions.

Oh well. Here is the video. It does not even include the worse of Ben Affleck’s rants.

YouTube Video
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